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Board of Directors

Take An Active Role in PCEA's 
Election!

Pella Cooperative Electric Association is looking for members to 
serve on the nominating committee. The committee serves the 
membership by seeking members to run for election to the PCEA 
Board of Directors.

Committee members learn and follow the policies and processes 
of being a nominating committee member, which are found in 
the co-op’s bylaws. The committee meets at least once between 
December and the April 7, 2026 Annual Meeting.

If you’re interested in serving on the nominating committee or 
have any questions about the process, don’t hesitate to call the 
Cooperative at 1-800-619-1040.

Serve on the nominating committee!

PCEA’s 2025 Nominating Committee
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Honoring Our Own This Veterans Day

Lead Lineman
Matt Ainsworth

Journeyman Lineman
Lance Freml

Plant Accountant
Brandon Stone

Saturday, November 11 is Veterans Day - a day to recognize, honor, and thank our 
military veterans who have served our great country. PCEA is proud to recognize 
three of our own employees who wore the uniform and served our country.

•	 Matt Ainsworth, Lead Lineman, served in the U.S. Marine Corps Forces 
Reserves from 2001-2007. 

•	 Lance Freml, Journeyman Lineman, served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 
2003-2007. 

•	 Brandon Stone, Plant Accountant, served in the U.S. Army from 2006-2014. 

Thank you Matt, Lance, and Brandon for serving our country and to all our 
veterans protecting our freedoms - we honor and thank you this Veterans Day.  

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to 
live by them.”

 - President John F. Kennedy
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The Season of Giving

As the holiday season approaches and the air 
turns crisp, we’re reminded that this truly is 
the season of giving. It’s a time for gratitude, 
generosity and looking out for one another and 
at Pella Cooperative Electric, that’s something 
we take to heart year-round.

You’ve probably heard us talk about our concern 
for community. It’s not just a nice phrase—it’s 
one of the core principles that makes electric 
cooperatives like ours different from other 
utilities. We’re not just here to keep the lights on 
(though of course, we’re always working hard to 
do that). We’re here to make life better for the 
people we serve: our members, our neighbors 
and our friends.

Over the years, we’ve faced challenges together, 
and every time, our co-op family has stepped up. We’ve come together to support those in need, to keep 
our community strong and to build something better for the future. That spirit of generosity is never more 
evident than during the holiday season.

Take our RECare program, for example. Thanks to the generosity of members like you who donate to the 
program, we’re able to provide real help to local families who are struggling to make ends meet. Every little 
bit adds up and it makes a big difference.

We’re also proud to support local students through the Youth Tour program, where we send some of 
our community’s brightest young people to Washington, D.C., to see democracy in action and dream big 
about their futures. We also award $1,000 scholarships in our service territory each year to encourage and 
recognize the achievements of area students. That’s giving in the most meaningful way, by investing in 
tomorrow’s leaders. 

And because we care deeply about safety, we also spend time visiting schools throughout the communities 
we serve, holding demonstrations and teaching folks of all ages how to stay safe around electricity. We 
believe knowledge is a gift too and we love sharing it.

You’ll also find our team out in the community beyond work—coaching youth sports, volunteering at local 
events, serving on the local fire department, and partnering with our Chamber of Commerce to keep our 
local economy strong. Because when you’re part of a co-op, giving back isn’t a requirement, it’s just what you 
do.

While the holiday season is a festive time, we understand these can be tough times for many. If you need 
advice on saving energy to reduce your energy bills, want to explore payment plan options, or you simply 
have questions—please don’t hesitate to reach out. We’re here to help, not just during the holiday season, but 
all year long.

At Pella Cooperative Electric, we believe concern for community is more than a value—it’s the heart of who 
we are. And during this season of giving, we’re especially grateful to be part of such a caring, generous 
community.

From all of us at Pella Cooperative Electric, we wish you and your loved ones a joyful, safe and bright holiday 
season.

By Doug Stewart, PCEA CEO
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